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SUBJECT: TFAI INDEPENDENCE DATE APPARENTLY ADVANCED 

REF: A. PARIS 34011 

B. ADDIS 13546 

C. ADDIS 12963 

1 . REUTER'S DISPATCH PRINTED IN LOCAL MEDIA ENLARGED ON FRENCH 
GOVERNMENT STATEMENT RE TFAI INDEPENDENCE CONTAINED IN REF A. 
DISPATCH SAID FRENCH OFFICIALS STATED INDEPENDENCE WOULD BE 
SPEEDED UP TO ALLOW FOR INDEPENDENCE BEFORE THE OAU SUMMIT IN 
JUNE 1976. 

2. ANOTHER REUTER'S DISPATCH QUOTED TFAI PRESIDENT ALI AREF'S 

DEC 29 STATEMENT IN PARIS THAT THE FRENCH MILITARY BASE IN DJIBOUTI 
SHOULD REMAIN AFTER THE TERRITORY GAINED INDEPENDENCE. "FOR 
SECURITY." HE REPORTEDLY SAID, "WOULD NOT BE GUARANTEED WITHOUT 
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FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF POLITICAL BALANCE IN THE 
REGION." 

3. COMMENT: ACCORDING TO THE ABOVE, THE TARGET DATE FOR TFAI 
INDEPENDENCE MAY HAVE BEEN ADVANCED CONSIDERABLY OVER PREVIOUS 
FRENCH PROJECTIONS (1977 OR 1978) REPORTED IN REF C AND 
PARIS 26908 AND 25854. TARGET DATE NOW APPEARS TO BE THAT 
REFERRED TO BY ALI AREF IN PARA TWO REF B. JUNE INDEPENDENCE 
DATE WILL BE WELCOMED BY OAU MEMBERS AND WILL REDUCE PRESSURE 
ON FRENCH TOWARD TFAI INDEPENDENCE. APPARENT FRENCH WILLINGNESS 
TO CONTINUE AS EFFECTIVE GUARANTORS OF AN INDEPENDENT DJIBOUTI'S 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY SHOULD ENHANCE THE POSSIBILITY OF A RELATIVELY 
STABLE TFAI TRANSITION TO A NEW STATUS - PARTICULARLY VIS-A-VIS 
ITS NEIGHBORS. DOMESTICALLY, HOWEVER, ALI AREF S VIABILITY 
REMAINS CRUCIAL. EMBASSY'S REPORTS SUGGEST THAT HIS STRENGTH 
AND SUPPORT REMAIN MARGINAL. HE WILL NEED TO CONCILIATE HIS 
INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL OPPOSITIONS TO PREVENT POLITICAL AND TRIBAL 
STRIFE WHICH COULD COST HIM FRENCH SUPPORT AND GIVE RISE TO NEW 
UNCERTAINTIES ABROAD. 

HUMMEL 
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